reinforcement in the humane influences exerted

over him by his master, and thus, more remotely, dudlion

by Melandlhon himself.

From Frankfort, the two friends travelled to-
gether to Vienna, whither Languet was called
to represent his patron, Augustus, Elecftor of
Saxony, at the Imperial court. There Sidney re-
mained until November of the following year,
when he set out with a certain Count Hannau for
Venice. This is the moment at which the letters
begin. Languet at first wrote very frequently,
and Sidney, both then and later, at longer and
less regular intervals. Languet makes of this
"neglecft" an habitual subjedt of affectionate
complaint. In their mutual reproaches and protes-
tations, as well as in the terms of endearment
which they employ towards each other, both
writers adopt a language which, in this more
reticent age, is associated with the sentiment of
love rather than of friendship. Not that there is
anything to offend the taste in this emotional
expansiveness. Nothing could surpass the tadt
with which Sidney makes his offer of assistance
to Languet, when he suspedis that the note of
depression detecfted in his friend's latest letter
might have arisen from material necessities. And
throughout Sidney's letters, on the personal
side, there is that blending of solicitude and sen-
timent which exalted the boyish ideal of friend-
ship.

xiiihat every native impulse in Sidney, of
